
Ixim Leadership Summit 

Feb. 20 Iximeros joined together for food, updates and 
work. This annual gathering helps us stay in touch with our 
trip buddies, get to know other delegation groups and find 
the best way we can be involved this year. With many pro-
jects ramping up, we will need all the help we can get. If 
you did not find your committee yet, please e-mail Maggie. 

The program included social time and sharing. We started the sharing and 
work time with trip 9 singing Alma Misionera ñMissionary Soulò a song they 
learned in Huehuetenango. Colleen Murnan shared about her mission trip 

this summer and about her efforts to bring her trip home to 
Omaha. The Ixim Omaha leadership 
team presented updates and themes dis-
cussed at the leadership summit. Rick 
Bellino, Steve and Donna McCullough 
were recognized for their Ixim contribu-
tions in water and relationship building.  

The Ixim leadership teams from Omaha and Hue-
huetenango met in Antigua, Guatemala January 
21-24. We discussed the status and future of 
many of our projects. Most exciting are the suc-
cesses of the Disciples of the Good Shepherd 
Community, the opening of a medical clinic in 
Santa Eulalia to serve that region, and the contin-
ued growth of the partner school program. The 
water program will take a new focus of home wa-
ter filter systems when a program coordinator in Huehuetenango can be 
hired. Current Huehuetenango leadership team members include: Jandy, Fr. 
Maco, Carlos, Alfredo, Sr. Nora, and Ramona. We will also work to select an 
Ixim parish for up to 5 years to try to deepen relationships and strengthen 
projects. We will continue to be communication 
about upcoming trip details and how we can 

continue our solidarity, friendship, 
faith and financial resources. They 
expect a new bishop to be named 
this year and hope to  
present Ixim to him.  Spirits and Solidarity 

mailto:iximero@saintcolumbkille.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbkZmq9k_PE


  

Ecclesia en America 
One of the Ixim founding documents 
is ñEcclesia en America.ò This docu-
ment invites American parishes from 

the 1st World to Partner with Par-
ishes in the 3rd World.  

ñThe Bishops, whose duty it is to 
promote communion among the 
particular Churches, should en-
courage the faithful to live this 
communion more and more, and 

to assume the ñresponsibility of developing 
bonds of communion with the local Churches 
in other areas of America through education, 
the exchange of information, fraternal ties be-
tween parishes and dioceses, and projects in-
volving cooperation and joint intervention in 
questions of greater importance, especially 
those affecting the poorò. (124) ñ 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/

apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-

in-america_en.html  
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Trip 10 is coming up this June. We had 15 brand new people at our first formation 
meeting in February. We are planning for the delegation to be between 20-25 people. 
Fr. Damian spoke to this new team about the role of faith, discernment and solidarity 
in our mission program. He talked about God inviting us into an adult, mature, rela-
tionship with God. Some of that relationship is work, which includes solidarity. He in-
vited these potential Iximeros to continue their discernment about their openness to 
this experience. He explained discernment as a deep internal peace even in the midst 
of external unrest. The Huehue team is eagerly preparing for our groupôs arrival and 
we will know details of our host community soon. From Omaha Iximeros, we will need 
prayer partners and continued support at our formation meetings. We will continue to 
collect medicine (see letter on following pages), partner school letters and other sup-
plies. We will keep you posted. Thank you for your prayers during this formation time. 

Ixim Mission Trip 10 Formation 

 

ñParishes in 
America 

should be 
distinguished 

by their  
missionary 

spirit, which 
leads them to 

reach out to 
those who 

are far away.  

-Pope John Paul II  
Ecclesia en   

America  

Ixim 2010 -2011  

Partner Schools  

These schools send letters 
several times a year and pray 
monthly for a common theme.  

St. Vincent de Paul 
and St Tomas More 
San Ildefonso School,  

Ixtahuacan 
 

St. Cecilia School 
Santa Mar²a de la Asun-
ci·n School, Colotenango 

 

St. Columbkille 
School 

Santa Eulalia School  
 

St. Wenceslaus  
San Juan Bosco,  

Aguacatan 
 

Skutt Catholic   
Hermana Dianna Ortiz 

School, San Miguel  
Acatan 

Please contact education 
coordinator Stephanie at  
Stephanie.Spiegel@me.com   

and check out the  

partner schools website! 

We look for teachers who want 

to be involved in this committee. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html
http://www.svdp-school.org/
http://www.stmbengals.org/
http://stcecilia.omaha.org/
http://www.saintcolumbkilleschool.com/
http://www.saintcolumbkilleschool.com/
http://www.stwenceslaus.org/school/index.cfm
http://www.skuttcatholic.com/
mailto:stephanie.spiegel@me.com
http://web.mac.com/stephanie.spiegel/Ixim_Education_Committee/Welcome.html


The text below was the speech that Skutt Catholic 
Senior, Tom Knoblauch-Rankin, gave when Fr. 
Damian came for the Thanksgiving Spanish Mass 
at Skutt Catholic High School in November 2010. 
Skutt students raised $1,462.81 for their Partner 

School in the Huehuetenango Diocese, ñEscuela Parroquial Privada Mixta Dianna 
Ortizò which is located in the town of San Miguel Acatan.  

Skutt Catholic High School 

 ñHola, estudiantes de Skutt Catholic. You're probably wondering 
what I'm doing up here in a sombrero and poncho. The truth is 
that this is the best Guatemalan outfit Mrs. Lenz could conjure up 
in a week. The reason I'm up here dressed as a Guatemalan is to 

tell you about a great new opportunity all of you have to make a dif-
ference.  Skutt has adopted a sister school in Guatemala in the city 

of San Miguel Acat§n. The school is called the Escuela Parroquial Privada Mixta 
Dianna Ortiz. It's a new, private Catholic elementary school that can use every bit of 
help you're willing to offer. The school was named after Sister Dianna Ortiz, an Ameri-
can nun who spent a significant portion of her life in Guatemala as a missionary, 
where she was kidnapped and brutally tortured. Sr. Dianna's memoir, The Blindfold's 
Eyes, tells the story of her time in Guatemala. The book is available to anyone who 
would want to read it, and Mrs. Lenz would gladly lend out her copy of it like she did 
for me. The book is a chilling true story of Sr. Dianna's struggle to expose the truth 
about what happened to her. After being abducted and tortured and escaping, her 
fight to get people to believe what had happened was equally as horrifying. The book 
may be difficult to read at times, but it is well worth your time to learn the amazing 
struggle Sr. Dianna went through. Now, she works at a Catholic peace organization 
and often speaks about her experience in Guatemala. She's a great advocate for jus-
tice, and specifically sends us her greetings today as well as a signed copy of her 
book for our school. The least we can do is help out our sister school named after Sr. 
Dianna. Our upcoming charity dress day on Friday, December 3rd is entirely for our 
sister school. I'm here today to tell you that it is definitely a worthy 
cause - a cause worth more than the required $1. Mrs. Lenz's Hon-
ors World Studies classes and her Holocaust Remembrance class 
have both committed to all bringing more than a dollar for this cause. 
Here at Skutt, we do our best to promote justice and initiate change, 
and what better way to do that than to help out our sister school in 
Guatemala, where the money will truly make a difference? So 
please, find it in your hearts to be generous on the next charity dress 
day. Thank you for listening, and I hope everyone has a bright and 
lively day. Adios.ò  

An Ixim Partner School  

http://www.amazon.com/Blindfolds-Eyes-Journey-Torture-Truth/dp/1570755639/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1297704372&sr=8-1


Unity Rally for the Good Life 

Thanks to Maggie Berigan, Mark 

Zimmer, David Flynn, John 

Parr, Sr. Mary Kay Meagher, Bill 

Schumacher, and Pat Beckmann 

for teaching this semester.  We 

are recruiting English teachers 

and child care volunteers for the 

summer term beginning in May. 

E-mail Kelly if  

you are inter-

ested. We are 

also collecting  

portable/

personal c.d. players in good  

condition. We will share these 

with someone to practice their 

English! Pictures at left are of  

the recent Santa Eulalia dance 

and marimba players. The  

traditional dance  incorporated 

Mayan worldvision and  

spirituality. Combining weaving, 

nature (tiger, monkey) and  

respect of  ancestors. The dance 

was choreographed and  

performed by PI young adults.    

Mayan Community Pixan Ixim  

Ixim and Pixan Ixim partnered to send participants to the Ne-

braska Appleseed Law in the Public Interestõs òUnity Rally for the 

Good Lifeó on January 27, 2011. Kris, Kelly, Juana, Feliciano, Ilse, 

Cesar, Tereza, Ronelio, Oscar, Henry, Francisco, Feliciano, and 

Vinicio traveled with the Creighton Center for Service and Justice 

delegation. The group learned about the USCCBõs Justice for Im-

migrantõs Campaign asks for Federal Immigration Reform, shared 

stories and heard heartfelt speakers. For more information on the 

USCCBõs Justice for Immigrants Campaign or the Advocacy and 

Human Rights Committee, contact Kelly.   

Creighton Center for Service 

and Justice delegation pictures  
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Nebraskan 

Bishops recently 

came out against 

LB 48 and in 

Favor of LR  39 . 

Read Archbishop 

Lucasô 

Statement  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2F5srbRKEw
mailto:kelly.orbik@gmail.com
http://www.pixanixim.org
mailto:kelly.orbik@gmail.com
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=9&ArticleID=15577
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=9&ArticleID=15577
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=9&ArticleID=15577
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=9&ArticleID=15577
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=9&ArticleID=15577
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=15306&SectionID=147&SubSectionID=267&S=1
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=15306&SectionID=147&SubSectionID=267&S=1
http://www.catholicvoiceomaha.com/main.asp?Search=1&ArticleID=15306&SectionID=147&SubSectionID=267&S=1
http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1100540.htm


Medicine request letter: All Iximeros, please ask your healthcare providers 

May/June 2011 
Dear Healthcare Professional, 
 

Members of the Omaha, Nebraska Catholic Archdiocese are planning a mission trip to Guatemala in June/July 2010.  There will  
be a medical team included in this group and they would like to take medications with them to support their clinic work in  
Guatemala.  The group cannot take expired medications but would welcome medications that are current. Respiratory  
and parasitic diseases are commonplace.  Asthma is also very prevalent. 
 

Below is a list of the most needed medications. Thank you for your support! 
 

Vitamins, especially prenatal vitamins, children's vitamins 
We need a lot of vitamins! 
 

Antibiotics: 
Amoxicillin, pills and suspension 
Augmentin, pills and suspension 
Erythromycin, pills and suspension 
Keflex, pills and suspension 
Flagyl, pills 
Doxycyline, pills 
Cipro, pills 
Levoquin, pills 
Floxin, pills 
Bactrim, pills and suspension 
Cefuroxime, suspension 
Ceftriaxone, injection 
Vermox (Mebendazole), pills 
Fluconazole, pills 
Macrobid, Nitrofurantoin, pills 
Zithromax, pills and suspension 
   
Gastro-intestinal: 
Antacids (Maalox, Mylanta, etc.) 
Cimetidine, Zantac, Prilosec, Prevacid, Nexium 
  
Respiratory: 
Albuterol 
Serevent 
Inhaled steroids (Beconase, Vanceril, Flovent, etc.) 
Advair 
Prednisone pills 
 

Pain Relievers: 
Ibuprofen, Tylenol 
For infants, kids and adults 
 

Allergy: 
Antihistamines (Zyrtec, Claritin, Benadryl, etc.) 
 

Topical: 
Bactroban 
Lotrimin (creams and vaginal) 
Antifungal creams 
Steroid creams (hydrocortisone, triamcinolone, etc.) 
Kwell, Rid, Nix other lice and scabies treatments  

(shampoo and lotions) 
Cortisporin otic 
  
Ophthalmic: 
Antibiotic ointments and drops 
  
Misc: 
Dilantin 
Tegretol 
Glucophage 
Glucotrol 
Beta blocker (enough for 1 person for 6 months) 
Calcium channel blocker (enough for 1 person for 6 months) 
  
Other supplies include: 
Bottles of Urine dipsticks 
Stethoscopes 
Otoscope tips ï large and small 
Oto/ophthalmoscopes 
Glucometer and 200 strips, lancets 
Nebulizer with tubing, mask and lots of Albuterol unit doses 
Toothbrushes, toothpaste 
KY Jelly 
Ace wrap 
BP cuff and sphygmomanometer portable only 
Digital thermometer 
tape measure 
Harriet Lane handbook 
Sanford guide to infectious diseases 
 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Kris McVea  Medical Director, Ixim 



Greetings Iximeros, I send a warm greeting with all my 

affection, hoping that God will fill you always with Godõs 

blessing. Today, February 13th we as a community cele-

brated Valentineõs Day. We went to the ruins to share a 

very special time together. Each one of  the disciples had 

a secret friend for whom they were praying during several 

days and on Valentineõs Day we discovered who it was. 

Last night the first group sang to one another at 11:30 

and the last group at 4:45. The 

day that we went to the ruins 

we wanted to learn of  our 

good qualities. I had to give and 

affirm Guadalupe Bautista, and Sister Alejandra had me. It was a very 

fun day because we played soccer as well. We wanted to share with the 

Iximeros our joy and to send each one of  you a very warm hug, our spe-

cial prayers. We will pray for you all especially on Valentineõs Day during 

our Eucharistic Adoration. For us, you are each so important and we consider you all friends. We 

share a special place in our hearts for Ann and her family, as well as each and every sponsor. We 

are sending the pictures of  our day of  sharing. Thank you for keeping in 

touch. Happy Valentineõs Day with affection and friendship for all of Omaha!  

We know that to have a friend is to have encountered a treasure and for us, 

that is what each one of  you are! That God, our Good Shepherd fill you with 

many blessings. We love you all so much and you are in our hearts.  We send 

all our love and affection, Sister Nora Elizabeth Marroquín  

The Disciples of 

the Good 

Shepherd have 

requested 

rosaries from 

Omaha. We are 

seeking a donor 

for all or part of 

this amount to 

purchase a set. If 

you would be 

willing to donate, 

please send a 

check to Ixim 

with òRosariesó in 

the memo line. 

We are seeking 

$500 for this 

project. 

4 New Disciples Joined the Community this Year! 

Please let us know if you would like to sponsor one as an individual or a 

group!  

Disciples of  the Good Shepherd Community 

Guadalupe  
Francisco       

Santa Eulalia 

Rosa Mendoza  
 

Todos Santos 

Josefa Sebasti§n       
San Sebastian 

Coatan 

Elba Maribel  
San Antonio 

 Huista 


